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ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 


CoMMUNICATIONS. 


A TUMOR OF THE NECK, (PROBABLY 
MALIGNANT), TREATED BY IN- 
JECTION OF CHROMIC ACID. 


By Danie Leasure, M. D., 
Of Allegheny City, Pa., late of New Castle, Pa. 

In reporting the following case, I am not 
proposing a “new plan of the treatment of 
cancer,” nor setting up a theory in regard to 
the nature of that class of diseases under 
which, in one or other of its “ divisions sub- 
divided,” the case evidently must be ranged. 

About the first of June, 1869, Mrs. D.,a 
farmer’s wife, cet. 32, mother of four children, 
applied to me at New Castle, relative to a tu- 
mor on the right side of her neck. 

Her health was very good, and the tumor 
gave no pain, but she was, to use her own 
words, uneasy about it. She stated that some 
eight months previous to her visit to me, she 
observed a small lump under her right ear, 
near the angle of the lower jaw. She describ- 
ed it as seeming to be in the skin, or immedi. 
ately under it. It was very moveable, and could 
be pushed forward upon the cheek, and back- 
ward to the posterior portion of the side of 
the neck, and gave no pain, even with rude ma- 
nipulation. It grew slowly, and becoming 
alarmed about it, she showed it to the family 
physician, who very prudently advised her to 
“let it alone, as long as it let her alone ;’’ but 
it did not let her alone. It grew in volume, 
was less moveable, but still painless; when 
she showed it to another practitioner, who 
put her upon the use of iodide of potass., in- 
ternally,and applied Lugol’s stronger solu- 
tion tothe surface of the tumor. This course 
was pursued during three months, without any 
perceptible change, except that the growth 
steadily progressed, until at the time of her 





visit to me, it was about the size and shape ot 
a hulled black walnut, and was becoming less 
moveable. 

I examined it very carefully externally, as to 
its size, form, and relation to subjacent parts, 
and found that it had not. formed any appreci- 
able attachments to the neighboring organs. On 
exploring the interior with a grooved needle, I 
found the substance equally resistant in all its 
parts. And on examining the contents of the 
needle-groove under the microscope, numer- 
ous caudated and irregular cells were found 
similar to thase I had frequently observed 
obtained from tumors that afterwards proved 
malignant. This, in connection with the his- 
tory of the case, and one fatal case of malig- 
nant disease having already existed in her 
family, led me to form the opinion that it was, 
most probably, one of those so common forms 
of subcutaneous or epethelial tumors, insidious 
and apparently innocent, until, when active in- 
terference is sought, have passed beyond the 
domain of conservative treatment. I informed 
the lady that her best, and thought her only 
resource, was to have the tumor completely 
removed by the knife; and she went home, 
having decided to return in two weeks and 
submit to an operation. 

For some reason, she did not return at the 
time specified, and I supposed that she was 
doing as most women do under similar circum- 
stances—visiting all the doctors within reach, 
to fall at last, through the aid of some cele- 
brated “‘cancer curer,” into the hands of the 
undertaker. But it seems that, while bracing 
herself up to undergo the operation, July, 
with its harvest cares upon her, and being 
“cumbered with much serving” during that 
busy season, she deferred coming till Septem- 
ber, when, accompanied by her husband, she 
came prepared to submit to an operation. 

On examining the tumor, I found it fifty per 
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cent. larger than at my last examination, and 
she complained of sharp, lancinating pains 
in it, but no throbbing, such as would indi- 
cate incipient suppuration. It was harder 
than formerly, and scarcely moveable at all, 
seeming to have insinuated itself amongst 
and underneath the muscles of the neck, in- 
volving even the deeper seated parts. On in- 
troducing the exploring needle, I found the 
same kind of resistance, and the same sensa- 
tion of grittiness that I have always observed 
in thrusting needles, or other sharp instru- 
ments, into the schirrous portions of mammary 
glands, after I had removed them; and the 
portion of the tissue withdrawn in the groove 
of the neeedle, presented under the microscope 
the same cellular characteristics as on the 
former examination. But even then, I could 
not determine to my own satisfaction, the pre- 
cise character of the growth; whether it was 
malignant, aboriginal, or one of those so. 
called ‘“‘ non-malignant’”’ tumors, that, never- 
theless take on all the characteristics of ma- 
lignancy, and destroy the patient’s life as re- 
morselessly as though there was “ nothing in a 
name.” 

All things considered, I thought it unwise 
to attempt to remove it with the knife; be- 
lieving that it was then too late, and was not 
disposed to bring discredit upon such opera- 
tions by attempting an unpromising case. 
During the preceding two years, I had declined 
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to operate on three cases of tumors of the | 
neck, nearly similar, and the patients had sub- | 
mitted to operations elsewhere without any 
other result than an earlier fatal termination 
than would have followed non-interference. | 
The patient expressed a desire to “‘ try Some- | 
thing,’’ and said, that inasmuch as death was | 
inevitable, at all events, she would willingly 
submit to any experiment I might choose to | 
make, but she would never, under any circum- 
stances, place herself in the hands of a “ can- 
cer doctor.” | 
After carefully considering the case, I told | 
her that I would make an experiment that I | 
hoped might destroy her tumor, but if it failed | 
it might add to her sufferings and hasten her | 
death. She decided to take the risk. Still | 
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four points fifty drops of acetic acid, diluted to 
half strength, and told her to return in two 
weeks. 

At the end of that time, she returned with 
her neoplasm in statu quo. She said that it grew 
red and swollen, and gave her pain during 48 
hours, and then “ got well”—after the opera. 
tion meaning that it returned to its former con- 
dition after the operation. Meantime I had re- 
viewed my experience with chromic acid in its 
operation on syphilitic warts and other ex- 
crescences possessed of low vitality, combined 
with rapid growth, and, assisted by Dr. Rein- 
holdt, made some further experiments with it 
on diseased and healthy surfaces, and was led 
to the conclusion that if introduced at several 
points into the central parts of one of those 
low and imperfect forms of organization, pos- 
sessed of great powers of growth, with an 
equal tendency to disintegration after reach- 
ing a certain stage of development, such as we 
meet with in nearly all forms of malignant 
tumors, it would anticipate the natural disin- 
tegration by setting up, by artificial means, 
death of tissue in the central parts of the neo- 
plasm, and produce eccentric destruction of 
the unnatural growth without destroying to 
any considerable extent the surrounding 
healthy tissues. 

On the 17th day of September, with a hy- 
podermic syringe containing sixty drops of a 
solution of chromic acid, one hundred grains 
to the ounce of water, I injected the tumor at 
four points, without entirely withdrawing the 
needle trocar; but withdrew it, after each 


| discharge of a portion of the solution, nearly 


into the subcutaneous cellular tissue, and, 
changing the direction, thrust it into a distant 
part of the hard substance composing the body 
of the tumor, and propelled into it a portion - 
of the solution, till the whole sixty drops were 
deposited within its periphery. I found it ne- 


| cessary to withdraw the needle trocar a little 


each time, after thrusting it into a new po- 
sition; before I could expel any portion of the 
contents of the syringe, so dense and unyield- 
ing was the substance composing the lump. 
While making the several explorations with 
the grooved needle, and during the operations 


fearing to take so great a responsibility as a | with the needle trocar, I ascertained that the 


hitherto untried experiment entailed, at the | 
suggestion of my friends Drs. J. H. M. Peebles 
and J. B. Reinholdt, of New Castle, Pa., I 
gave a trial to acetic acid, and taking a hypo- 
dermic syringe, I injected into the tumor at 


lateral diameter of the hard body of the tumor 
was an inch-and-a-half, and its longigudinal 
or perpendicular diameter, two-and-a-half 
inches. The patient did not experience any 
pain from the operation, except a sense of 
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burning at the point where the little trocar 
passed through the skin, where, perhaps, some 
of the caustic solution may have come in con- 
tact with the healthy tissues. On the day 
following, there being no signs of serious irri- 
tation, I repeated the same operation, and 
-after waiting two days more, repeated it 
again; having thus, in three sittings, deposi- 
ted the solution, amounting to one hundred 
and eighty (180) drops, in twelve separate 
points within the periphery of the tumor, 
carefully avoiding, each time, the deposit of 
any of the solution in the surrounding healthy 
tissues. On the day following, she experi- 
enced some pain, of a dull, throbbing char- 
acter, and there was some redness and tume- 
faction over and around the tumor. I now 
permitted her to return home, and, as I had 
no guide from past experience as to the 
amount of pain and inflammation to be anti- 
cipated from the operation, she was ordered 
to take opiates for pain, and apply hot poul- 
tices for inflammation. | 


On the 30th of September, (two weeks after- 
ward), she returned. She had not suffered 
sufficient pain to need the opiate, and a few 
hot poultices had reduced the tumefaction ; 
and now I could, upon careful examination, 
detect slight fluctuation in the body of the 
tumor. The injections were repeated, taking 
care to deposit the solution at those portions 
of the lump which seemed most firm ; and on 
passing the needle trocar into the centre, the 
non-resistance at that point gave evidence of 
softening of tissue ; and-I also injected a por- 
tion of the solution into the softened central 
part, and permitted the patient to return 
home.’ I was “‘making haste slowly,” watch- 
ing results as well as possible. 

On the 17th of October, she returned, and I 
found the central part of the tumor quite soft, 
with distinct fluctuation. She had suffered 
some pain during the ride home, (thirty miles), 
and the night of her return after the last ope- 
ration, but a few hot poultices relieved it, 
since which she suffered no pain. I did not 
thrust a bistoury into the fluctuating part, as 
I was tempted to do at first sight, but waited 
to see what disposition nature would make of 
itt There was still a hard crust around por- 
tions of the parieties, and into this, at six 
points, I injected the solution in the same 
manner as before. The patient returned 
home, with instructions to request the family 
physician to puncture the integuments over 
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the soft part of the tumor, if it became pain- 
ful, or pointed to the surface, after which she 
should dress it with warm poultices of bread 
and water. 

Owing to the inclemency of the season, dis- 
tance, and bad roads, she did not return till 
the 15th of November. She had not suffered 
any pain, nor had she gone to her family at- 
tendant to have the tumor opened; but he 
had called on her and told her to “ let well 
enough alone,’”’ and see what came of it, and 
the result proved the wisdom of his advice. 
A small circular opening formed at the point 
where the needle trocar was last inserted 
through the skin, and on pressing the soft 
flabby tumor, it discharged a dirty, yellow, 
unhealthy-looking matter, loaded with small 
black particles resembling coarse specks of 
soot, and numerous shreds half an inch’ in 
length, of the same dark substance. At the 
time of her return to report, the tumor had 
collapsed, leaving a slight depression, and 
there was some slight oozing of the above- 
mentioned matter, through quite a small open- 
ing in the skin. At the time the opening in 
the skin formed, she pouiticed for a few days, 
pressing out the accumulated matter each 
time she changed the dressing, after which, 
she merely kept it covered by a pledget of 
lint, to soak up the slight discharge. No fur- 
ther treatment was ordered, and on the 29th 
of November she returned and reported her- 
self well. There was a small cicatrix three 
lines in diameter, at the seat of the late open- 
ing, which so nearly resembled in color, the 
surrounding skin, as to be scarcely noticed, 
and the depression which occupied the late 
seat of the tumor is nearly filled up, though 
Ihave no doubt there will always remain 
some depression. 

I saw her in January last, and have heard 
from her during the current month (June), and 
there isno appearance of any return of her dis- 
ease, whatever it was. Was it malignant? 
Idon’t know. I think it would have des- 
troyed the patient, if it had not been itself des- 
stroyed. During the period of Mrs. D.’s treat- 
ment, I treated two other very similar cases, 
in the same manner, but, as there was no differ- - 
ence either in the treatment or result, their 
publication is unnecessary. During the pro- 
gress and treatment of those cases, and since, 
I have applied the solution of chromic acid, 
and the pure acid to several unhealthy ulcers 
on the os and cervix uteri, and to epithelioma 
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of the face with very satisfactory results, and 
think the agent worthy of further trial in that 
direction. 

I have written this report with a view of 
aiding in the direction of the professional 
mind to the plan of treating heteromorphous 
neoplasms by intertissuelar injections of 
chemical agents that possess the property of 
destroying these growths when applied to 
their surface, taking care to avoid the dangers 
of absorption of.poisors into the blood. I 
do not propose an infallible cure for this class 
of diseases ; I merely state my experience with 
asingle agent thus far, and hope that others 
may extend the experiment to a satisfactory 
conclusion for or against the method or the 
agent. Ithink there is much to be gained by 
the intertissuelar introduction of alterative or 
destructive agents into the parts to be spe- 
cially acted upon in several forms of diseases. 
Especially does the whole subject of “ can- 
cer,”’ if Imay use a word that expresses so 
little and means so much, need a thorough re- 
investigation. Our savans have written 
volumes defining the nature of various dis- 
eases coming under the general title of cancer, 
and the microscope has done its share in re- 
vealing tissuelar differences and similarities, 
but the cure of these diseases is still largely 
in the hands of quack and empirical pretend- 
ers, who mystify the public with secret reme- 
dies ; and there is nothing gained by our 
ignoring the well-established fact that very 
well-marked cures have sometimes been 
brought about by these secret agencies. 

Science holds the key to most secrets, and 
chemistry can readily strip these secret 
remedies of their fascination for the vulgar 
mind, and place them: in the hands of those 
trained to direct their terrible energies to safe 
results. The vast increase in the number of 
cases of malignant diseases, within the past 
few years, makes it imperative upon us to 
turn our attention to improved methods of cure 
quite as much as to the investigation of the 
diseases themselves, and it would be well to 
find agents that will destroy them first, and 
then, if possible, find out how they do it. 


WOUNDS OF THE HEAD. 
By Puiuie S. Wares, M. D., 
Philadelphia. 


IV. FRACTURE OF THE EXTERNAL TABLE 
ALONE. 


The existence of this rare form of cranial 
fracture has been put beyond all doubt by the 
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numerous cases recorded. It has been verified 
by autoptic examination and diagnosed during 
life, though it must be confessed that the ob- 
scurity of the symptoms in general makes the 
ascertainment of the fact in the latter manner 
exceedingly difficult. Ofcourse, for its produc. 


tion certain circumstances of age, and anatom- - 


ical arrangement of the tables of the skull, are 
indispensable prerequisites. Thus it would be 
impossible, in very young or very old people, 
in both classes of whom the bones are thin, 
and with little interlamelar substance; their 
softness in children would rather cause them 
to yield and become depressed without frac- 
ture, while the brittleness of the bones of 
the aged would almost certainly determine a 
complete fracture of both tables. The spongy 
material, or diploé of the skull, undoubt- 
edly has a share in deciding the effects of a 
blow, and in checking the vibrations of the 
cranial walls. Such an injury, therefore, must 
needs be found exclusively in the middle 
period of life, and eminently among those who 
have considerable thickness of the skull from 
abundance of diploé. All parts of the skull 
are not equally liable to it, for the interlamel- 
lar space is broader in some places than 
in others, as over the frontal sinuses, orbital 
ridges, mastoid and occipital processes. 

, Perhaps, also, its occurrence may sometimes 
be influenced by some diseased action of the 
bones, giving rise either to alteration in the 
brittleness of the external table, or to in- 
crease thickness and areolation of the diploé. 
The injury is inflicted in various modes, by 
bullets, blunt instruments, &c., but the vio- 
lence must be only moderate ; the fracture is 
always of circumscribed extent, and the depres- 
sion, of course slight, limited to the distance 
between the two tables, and most of the re- 
corded cases I have collected were compound, 
that is, communicated through a wound in the 
scalp with the exterior air. As the amount of 
force involved in the production of the fracture 
is moderate, the immediate effects will be cor- 
respondingly mild, the patient, perhaps, being 
only stunned, momentarily losing his con- 
| sciousness. If the fragments be removed 
| through the scalp wound, the external side of 
| the inner table may be felt with the point of the 
| finger or a probe, firm, at its proper level, and 
| roughened by the jagged remains of the broken 

diploé. Iappend the following case, which, as 
far as could be ascertained in the manner above 
described, is a specimen of this form of injury. 
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A man, C. W. T., American, ext. 38, robust 
health, was admitted July 17th, 1864, had been 
struck above the right ear, three days before 
he came into the hospital, by a piece of shell 
which fractured the temporal bone, producing 
slight depression andscomminution of the ex- 
ternal table. The fragment of shell was re- 
moved, lying just above the bone, among the 
fibres of the temporal muscles. The man suf- 
fered from concussion to some extent, but was 
never insensible. With the exception of se- 
vere pain in the head, no distressing cerebral 
symptoms manifested themselves. Cold water 
dressings were applied, the man purged, put 
on low diet, and kept quiet. The wound in the 
scalp suppurated and finally healed, leaving 
a small fistulous orifice, through which small 
spicule of bone were, on several occasions 
removed. On the 6th of October, the wound 
entirely healed up, and the man was dis- 
charged. 

There is another way in which the external 
table may be broken by gunshot. Instead of 
striking direct, communicating all its force to 
the external table and lodging as in the fore- 
going vase, the missile may strike obliquely, 
ploughing up the diploé, in the form ofa groove, 
leaving the internal lamella intact, while the 
external is comminuted. 

Thisinjury may beattended by inflammation. 
and its sequele, so that the surgeon should 
watch every symptom with zealous care. The 
trephine is not indicateg@, except where the 
frontal sinus may be broken and the external 
table depressed, but the cases must be rare, 
indeed, in which the bone could not be raised 
through the wound simply by an elevator. 
However, later in the course of these injuries, 
in which inflammation of the dura mater with 
suppuration and necrosis uf the bone occur, 
operative interference may be required to 
relieve compression. Inflammation with sup- 
puration of the vessels of the diploé and 
consequent pyemia has also been observed. 


Vv. FRACTURE OF THE INNER TABLE ALONE. 


Fracture of the inner table of the skull is 
more rare than the preceding, but its occur- 
rence is well established by many cases, there 
are several specimens of it in the Army Medi- 
cal Museum, and others in foreign museums, 
a beautiful example in that of Dupuytren, fig- 
ured in Legouest’s Military Surgery. Cases 
are related by Paré, Bilguer, Velpeau, §. 
Cooper, Hennen and others. 

The injury is fortunately rare ; as those suf- 
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fering from it are removed, in great measure, 
from the slim succor of art acquirable eyen 
under the most favorable circumstances of 
treatment of brain injury in which spiculated 
bone is driven into that organ and its mem- 
branes. The inner table may be simply 
cracked or fissured, without being displaced, 
but in a majority of the observed and known in- 
stances it was considerably comminuted. In 
the former case the symptoms would be likely 
to be of moderate degree, while in the latter, 
all the dangers attaching to inflammation 
lighted up by the spicule driven into the 
brain would be encountered. 


In the instance related by 8. Cooper, in 
which he trephined a spicula of bone more 
than an inch long was removed. Indeed, we 
shall always inevitably be surrounded by all 
the dangers of punctured fracture already al- 
luded to. The diagnosis is all but impossible, 
as the symtoms produced are in almost all 
cases so mixed up with those attending con- 
cussion and compression from effused blood 
that it is impossible to differenciate the cases. 
We may find the patient insensible from the 
time the injury is inflicted; it may be from 
concussion only, and before this passes away 
the case may be merged into one of compres- 
sion from the blood poured out from the rup- 
tured vessel, and thus simulate compression 
for depressed bone. 

In Cooper’s case, he trephined for com- 
pression from effused blood, being guided in 
selecting the point in the skull by the bruised 
condition of the scalp. We must then be led 
more by the concomitant than the intrinsic 
symptoms of the injury as to the proper 
course to be pursued; if we can make out 
that the compression has come on immediate- 
ly after the blow was inflicted, and if it pre- 
sent or even get more and more serious, in- 
stead of retrograding, if the injury have 
involved the anterior-inferior angle of the 
parietal bone, rendering it probable that the 
middle meningeal artery has been wounded, 
and active hemorrhage taking place by the 
speedily occurring and increasing symptoms 
of compression, and, finally, if there be con- 
tusion of the scalp to guide us in selecting the 
spot of injury in the skull to apply the tre- 
phine, there cannot, I conceive, be any better 
practice than to have recourse to this instru- 
ment at once. I must remark, though, that 
from the similarity of the fracture in its effects 
to punctured fracture, in which at least all 
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authority and experience are in accord as to 
the propriety of the operative interference 
that it is not so much a question of difficulty eee er (aaa 
in deciding the propriety of the trephine as it | UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


is difficult in making out the nature of the | May 18th, 1870. 
injury. | Surgical Clinic of Prof. D. Hayxs AGNEw, M. D. 


VI. DEPRESSION WITHOUT FRACTURE. 

The skull, in infants and children, is sus- 
ceptible of considerable change of position 
from the general level without the occurrence 
of fracture, the reason of which may readily 
be comprehended when the greater thinness, 
softness, and elasticity of the bones compos- 
ing it are considered. Many of the older sur- 
geons even alleged that it occurred in the 
adult, but no reliable case is recorded, or speci- 
men preserved of such an injury happening at 
this period of life; a consideration of the 
physical condition of the bones precluding 
such an idea being entertained even in vigor- 
our manhood, much less in old age, in which 
the brittleness of the bones is in still greater 
excess. Itis probable that the instances re- 
lated as cases of this injury were, perhaps, 
either congenital depressions and malforma- 
tions, or some of those sanguineous tumors 
with soft centres and hard edges, produced by 
blows. Slight cases are sometimes seen in 
new born infants after difficult labor, but even 
here, decided fracture may in rare instances be 
observed; Dr. Fliigel relates two such cases. 
No instruments were employed in the delive- 
ry, and in both there was fracture of the pari- 
etal bones. The most remarkable cases of 
simple depression however are produced by 
children pitching upon the head from a height. 
In some of these instances, the entire shape 
of the head has been found altered, but gene- 
rally the injury is limited to narrow bounds— 
to depression, for instance, that will receive 
the bow! of a tea-spoon or table-spoon. 

The treatment of these cases is simply 
antiphlogistic, no operative interference being 
required. The elevation of the bone has 
sometimes been effected by the application of 
a cupping-glass, the edges of which were 
made air-tight by the use of some plastic sub- 
stance as putty placed on the scalp, as rela- 
ted in Hildanus. We also read in Celsus 
of adhesive plasters, with a string aflixed to 
their centres like the toy used by boys called 
a “sucker,” bemg used for the same purpose. 





— Dr, Albert Reder has been elected professor 
of syphilography and dermatology in Vienna. 





(REPORTED BY DR. DE F. WILLARD.) 
3 Hypospadias. 

GENTLEMEN: The patient now before you pre- 
sents himself suffering from a most serious, yet for- 
tunately rare, congenital deformity of the penis. 

Upon raising the member, you will see the orifice 
of the urethra opening, not at its usua! position, at 
the extremity of the glans, but upon the inferior 
surface of the organ, about midway between the 
scrotum and the glans. 

The urethra is perfect to this point, but beyond it 
to the glans, there is an entire absence of the lower 
and lateral walls, there being but a slight groove 
along the surface of the corpus spongiosum and 
glans. 

You will also notice that there is slight incurva- 
tion of the penis, which is a usual accompaniment 
of this deformity. The orifice is somewhat smaller 
than usual, but the patient has no difficulty in mic- 
turition and suffers no serious inconvenience. 

He has now, however, arrived at an age when 
operative interference is demanded, since in his 
present condition he is to a certain degree, at least, 
rendered impotent, since the probability of the se- 
men reaching the interior of the uterus, is greatly di- 
minished, yet there are instances when a man afflict- 
ed with this deformity has become a parent. The 
operation is, moreover, demanded by his urethral 
condition, since in this, as in all difficulties of the 
genital organs, the mind is constantly dwelling upon 
their unfortunate situation, and the patient is ren- 
dered unfit to perform his ordinary duties, becoming 
gloomy, despondent, wretched, and at times, almost 
or quite a monomaniac. 

This affection has received the name of hypospa- 
dias when the opening is upon the inferior surface 
of the penis; and is called epispadias when the 
opening is upon the dorsuim, in’ which latter case 
the canal is sometimes but a gutter, which may be 
cleft. Both varieties are, as I have said, quite rare ; 
yet they demand the earnest attention of the sur- 
geon, both on account of their practical importance 
in the exercise of the procreative function, and from 
the unhappiness of the sufierer. These deformities 
of the urethra are sometimes met with in cases far 
worse than the one before us, as for instance, in its 
entire abseuce as seen in axtrophy of the bladder, 
or again, we may find this opening at any point be- 
tween the bladder aud the glans. The simplest 
cases are those in which the opening is just behind 
the freenum, but at other times we find it, as in the 
present instance, nearer tothe scrotum, or occasion- 
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ally even in the scrotum itself, which organ in such 
cases is cleft in the median line, giving us projec- 
tions resembling labia, thus forming a condition 
which might, at first glance, be considered as her- 
maphrodism. When the opening is situated far 
back the case is incurable, but when in front of the 
scrotum an operation will give reasonable hope of 
success, and when the opening is just behind the 
frenum a very good cure may be expected. 

The operation in the present case will consist of 
an attempt to form a urethra along the under sur- 
face of this groove or gutter, to the extremity of 
the glans, in the normal position of the urethra. 
For the accomplishment of this object, a silver cathe- 
ter, short and straight, will be introduced into the 
urethra a short distance back of its present termi- 
nation, but not entering the bladder, since the in- 
tention is not to drain off the urine only, but to 
make this tube a foundation, also, upon which to 
rear our structure. , 

The skin will then be clipped away along the 
edges of this groove, from the inferior surfaces of 
the corpus cavernosa, and from the lower face of the 
glans, thus giving two raw surfaces, which will be 
firmly brought together over the catheter, by nu- 
merous points of twisted silver suture, thus securing 
union by the first intention, and giving a new track 
along which the urine may course. 

(Notz.—The operation, as above described, was then 
performed by Prof. A., the parts being afterward sup- 
ported by numerous adhesive strips and the catheter also 
tastened in position.—Dz F. W.) 

In regard to the after-treatment, the patient will be 
kept in bed, and will be directed, whenever he de- 
sires te pass his water, to firmly compress the penis 
around the lower extremity of the catheter, so that 
the urine may be compelled to pass through it, and 
thus not interfere with the reparative process. 

The greatest obstacle which will prevent the at- 
tainment of a good cure, will be the occurrence of 
erections of the organ, but these must be carefully 
and assiduously guarded by the administration of 
full doses of potass. bromide, and by the local appli- 
cation of cold water. With these precautions, we 
may reasonably expect that the patient will make 
an excellent cure. 


Amputation of Finger. 


The man before you, 58 years of age, presents 
himself with the history that he received a severe 
injury of the little finger, some ten weeks since, 
which injury was inflicted by aknife. Phlegmonous 
erysipelas supervening, soon implicated not only 
skin and superficial fascia, but invaded the deeper 
structures also, causing intense pain and suffering. 
Openings were made at various points in the hand, 
but suppuration has continued up to the present 
time, and upon the posterior aspect of the member 
are now the orifices, several sinous tracks, which are 
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still discharging pus, and as the probe is passed into 
these, it easily reveals the presence of necrosed bone. 

The serious inflammation which followed so 
slight an injury, may be explained by the fact, that 
at the time of the reception of the injury there was 
prevailing in this city a severe epidemic of erysipelas, 
and it was undoubtedly to this influence, rather 
than to any peculiarity of the wound, that such un- 
favorable results have occurred, 

It is well known that when erysipelas becomes 
thus epidemic, that the slightest wound, even the 
scratch of a pin, may provoke severe consequences. 

Erysipelas thus occurring is, at times, but slight 
in its character, being confined but to the superficial 
structures. Now when it passes deeper, it does so 
not by extension from one structure to another, as 
to deep fascia and then to lower tissues, but its 
route through the deep fascia is in the course of the 
blood vessels as they perforate it coming up to 
reach the skin. When the inflammation has 
reached these deep tissues, the results are likely to 
be serious. Since there is great difficulty ex- 
perienced by the products of inflammation in 
making their escape, and even though the periosteum 
be not involved, yet thickening in the sheaths of 
the numerous tendons, often permanently impairs 
the usefulness of the hand. 

When periosteum is also implicated, then follows 
necrosis of the bone, as seen in the case before us. 

In these inflamations of the hand, the danger is 
the greatest, not as you might suppose, in the proxi- 
mate phalanges, but in the distal ; and the reason for 
this lies in the fact that, at the ends or pulps of the 
fingers, as you have all noticed in your dissections, 
it is impossible to separate the tissues intothe usual 
layers, skin, superfacial fascia, deep fascia, etc., but 
everything is firmly bound together by connecting 
tissue, and no such layers definitely exist. 

Such is really the condition, and therefore inflam- 
mation quickly involves all these tissues, and the 
bone dies much more frequently than those where 
disease is in the phalanges, situated more closely to 
the metacarpus. 

Some of the results of such serious inflammations 
you see before you in the hand of thisman. The 
whole member is swollen and cedematous, perfectly 
useless, but the only necrosed bone which we can 
discover is in the little finger. 

The finger also stands off at an angle from the 
hand, is distorted and twisted so that the nail Jooks 
almost anteriorly. And the only treatment that 
will be of any use will be immediate removal, in 
which case, the man will soon have a good, useful 
hand, which would be impossible, were it allowed 
to remain in its present condition. 


[Prof. A. then removed the finger at the metacarpo-pha- 
langeal articulation, and as the head of the a 
bone was also found to be diseased, it wax taken off with 
bone-forceps. All the tissues were found to have under- 
gone extensive tatty degeneration —W.] 
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CLINIC OF DR. J. C. GARRETSON. 


Epithelioma of Lip. 

Two male patients, aged respectively sixty and 
fifty years, present themselves afflicted with large 
and indurated ulcers, situated between the inferior 
labial centre and commissure. They have come to 
our clinic for the two-fold purpose of learning the 
character of these ulcerations and for treatment. 

Observing either ulcer, (and they are precisely 
alike,) you will remark that the edges are jagged 
and the bottoms granular. You will also perceive, 
by taking the parts between your fingers, that they 
are quite solidly indurated. Were these ulcers upon 
the penis, and their bottoms fatty instead of granu- 
lar, one would pronounce them Hunterian chancres; 
they certainly have very much the appearance of 
such chancres. 

These ulcers are of sometime standing, and have no 
tendency to self-improvement, but on the contrary 
grow daily worse. Each patient also complains of 
sharp lancerating pains in this vicinity, and of a 
sense of continuous stiffness and discomfort. 

Unhesitatingly we pronounce these ulcers belong- 
ing to the class “Epithelioma,” and more than this, 
we can say, for we may feel assured of the fact, 
they belong to the carcinomatous type, and are 
therefore malignant. 

An ulcer, or tumor, coming justly under the head 
of epithelia, is not necessarily to be esteemed as 
cancerous in its character; this term is rightly used 
for many diseases of the epithelial tissue. A wart, 
or a corn, is a species of epithelial hypertrophy, yet 
it is seldom, indeed, that such growths are other 
than benign. 

An epithelial, carcinomatous degeneration, ap- 
pearing upon a mucous Surface, is commonly ulcer- 
ative in character; upon the skin it takes the form 
of a tumefaction or tumor; or again, at the junc- 
tion of skin and mucous membrane, as in the cases 
before us, assumes a compound nature. 

An epithelial cancer seems to me to have prima- 
rily a strictly local signification, the general system 
being secondarily implicated, differing thus, mark- 
edly, from the encephaloid type where the local dis- 
ease seems but the concentrated manifestation of a 
pre-existing constitutional taint. I do not know; 
however, that Iam right in these premises; many 
very experienced and learned men hold different 
views, still I express what seem to be just deduc- 
tions, warranted by my own experience. It cer- 
tainly has beeu my good fortune to treat successfully 
many cases of epithelial carcinoma ; while I do not 
think I have ever cured a case of encephaloid cancer. 

Epithelial cancer present themselves in two forms, 
which differ widely as far as prognosis is concerned. 

In the first, the disease seems strictly circum- 
scribed, the parts immediately adjacent feeling and 
looking entirely healthy. 
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In the second, the condition seems to be one of 
infiltration, and we cannot definitely determine the 
extent of the disease. 

Operations upon the first of these classes are 
nearly always successful; upon the second the re- 
sult is doubtful. 

The cases before us are both of the first class, and 
we may therefore indulge a reasonable hope that 
our operation will save life. 

{Nore.—The operations performed consisted in removal 
of the diseased structures, together with sufficient healthy 
tissue to insure against return of the difficulty. The cut 
surfaces were approximated by the hare-lip pin and suture, 
and the free surfaces of the incised lip were stretched to- 
gether after the mode adopted in operations for phimosis. 
Slight hemorrhage continued for some time, but was controlled 
by a saturated solution of alum; Dr. Garretson remarking 
that he believed his cases always did better from such de- 
pletion, and refusing to use ligatures. } De F. W. 

Ranula. 

The patient now before you is suffering from the 
form of tumor knownas ranula. As she opens her 
mouth you may see the growth directly beneath her 
tongue, to the right of thefrenum. It has a flabby, 
relaxed appearance, resembling very much a teat 
of loose flesh. A week ago, the patient informs us, 
this tumor was tense and glistening, and of such 
size as to prevent the closure of her jaws, protrud- 
ing indeedover herlower teeth. One evening, sud- 
denly, a ropy, yellowish fluid ran from her mouth, 
and- in a few minutes the tumor became as you 
see it. 

Let us consider the subject a few minutes before 
proceeding to the operation. A ranula is the 
analogue of the common sebaceous tumor. Sonie 
one of the tubal outlets of the salivary glands be- 
comes obstructed, an accumulation of the secretion 
necessarily occurs, which continuous accumulation 
is accommodated by the bulging and attenuation 
of the tube, thus giving in the end a tumor of 
greater or lesser size. 

Now, whether this tumor is to be large or small; 
whether it is to look and feel like the beliy of a 
frog, or to be so solid as to be seen almost stone- 
like, depends entirely upon circumstances. Should 
the obstruction be complete and sudden, and the 
secretion of the gland profuse, the tumor will have 
a very thin wall, translucent, which will indeed be 
almost precisely like the belly of the frog. 

On the contrary, when the obstruction is incom- 
plete, and inflammatory in character, then the en- 
largement of the growth will be gradual, while the 
sac will be indurated from the result of plastic de- 
posits made in it; the contents will be gelatinous, 
and the tumor will look and feel like a fibrous 
growth. 


It is not unlikely that a ranula of long-standing, 
either complete or incomplete, will contain 4 
salivary calculus. 


These calculi are formed by the 
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deposition of the salts of lime, as the fluid portion 
of the saliva is gradually absorbed, and the resulting 
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| most simple and painless operation. 


stone is almost identical in character with tartar so | 


often seen surrounding the neck of teeth. These 
stones sometimes attain a considerable size, even as 
large as a pigeon’s egg, as may be seen in a speci- 


men in the Pathological Museum of the Philadel- | 


phia Hospital, which was removed by me from one 
of these sacs some years since. 

In the case before us, we have simply the collapsed 
sac of a “frog-belly-ranula,” The yellowish fluid 





alluded to by the patient as having escaped, was but | 
the contents of the cyst, which cyst had been rup- | 


tured by some accidental cause. Such a rupture 
might be supposed would result in a eure of tlie 
difficulty, but such an inference, unfortunately, can 
but seldom be justified by past results, the slit in 
the sac speedily reuniting and thus again oblitera- 
ting the outlet. 

Various means have been adopted for the cure of 
cases like the present, which means we shall en- 
deavor during our clinic service to present to you 
from time to time. 

In the present instance the treatment will be con- 
fined to the simple introduction of a seton, which 
will be allowed to remain until it is thrown off by 
ulcerative action, or until sufficient evidence is given 
of a cure which we have no doubt will oceur. 

(Several strands of ligature silk were then passed 
through the sac, by means of an ordinary curved needle, 
and then looped. This subject, Dr. Garretson remarked, 
was one of wide signification, and would be enlarged on as 
various types of the condition should, from time to time, 
present themselves.—Dz F. W]. 


Elongated Uvula. 

C. K., et. 12, white male. This lad came to us 
with a constant, troublesome, hacking cough, and 
tickling in his throat. His lungs have been exam- 
ined and found perfectly healthy. Upon looking 
into his mouth, however, th2 uvula is seen so relax- 
ed and elevated as almost to make the epiglottis, 
and it is fair to infer that here lies the seat of the 
difficulty. 

The uvula is an organ composed of muscles cov- 
ered by mucus membrane, and is bound together 
by connective tissue ; it is, indeed, as if two little 
muscles were enveloped in a very loose bag, with a 
quantity of connective tissue thrown in as packing. 
A relaxed condition of this bag-like portion is a 
very frequent condition, so frequent indeed that we 
have to-day some three cases presenting for opera- 
tion. 

The treatment of such relaxations usually con- 
sists in the use of astringent and stimulating gar- 
gles, the tinct of capsic. combined with strong infu- 
sion of white oak bark, being my favorite applica- 
tion, the capsic. being added to the infusion, until 
it smarts the tongue. Alum has many advocates, 
but it is very destructive to the teeth. 


| neevus or the “mother’s mark.” 
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The quickest treatment is excision, which is a 
The mucous 
membrane, being the part at fault, and not the mus- 
cles, is therefore clipped off—yet should we make a 
miss and cut away half ur even all the parts, I do 
not think that serious injury would result. 

[Dr. G. then proceeded to operate upon all the cases in 
the same manner. The head being supported against the 
breast of an assistant, and the tongue kept in position by 


a Professor, the tip of the uvula was caught in the for- 
ceps, and the section made with scissors curved upon the 


| flat.—Dx F. W.] 


Nevus of Lip. 


E. C., wt. 6 months, white male. The tumor seer 
upon the lip of this child, is what is known as a 
It is an erectile 
growth, being in this particular instance composed 
of a congeries of arterioles. 

You perceive that it is very red, looking as though 
it would bleed freely were it punctured, and you 
will notice, moreover, that the vascularity is cireum -- 
scribed, not shading off by degrees, but abrupt in its 
definition. 

Such a tumor as the one before us would be well 
exhibited by a drawing which would represent a 
single normal vessel, terminating in a vascular tuft, 
such tuft being enclosed by an envelope of attenua- 
ted skin. 


In any operation upon it by the knife, it would 
occur to us that we should direct our incision so as 
to cut the main vessel supplying it, and leave the 
tuft intact. This would demand but a single liga- 
ture, thus making the hemorrhage as easily control- 
lable as any injury of a coronary vessel. 

A mode of treatment, however, which I think is. 
to be recommended, and which will be adopted in 
the present case, is that of strangulation. Strangu- 
lation of tumors of the skin has been objected to, 
upon the ground of the too frequent supervention 
of erysipelas, which is indeed a grave and import- 
ant objection, but I give it as my individual expe- 
rience, that such an accident can be avoided by 
first circumscribing the tumor, by an incision 
of the skin, thus giving the superficial fascia as the 
first layer in the strangulating ligature. 


Moreover, the primary incision does more than 
guard against erysipelas, for it also secures a healthy 
cut’ surface, which immediately commencing to 
throw out granulations, follows “in the wake,” as 
it were, of the sloughing process, so that by the time 
the tumor is ready to separate, the resulting ulcer 
is obliterated to a mere point, thus giving us the 
double process of repair and destruction, simulta- 
neously taking place 


(Notr.—Dr. G. then made the incision as above de- 
scribed, and threw around th: nevus a silk ligature, the 


ligature being directed into tae cut by a hair-lip pin. 


passed through the base.—De. F. W.] 
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The medical profession, though eminently con- 
M EDICAL Soc IETIES. servative, cannot—does not stand still. Your pub- 


md dean 9 sr AOS saimmer sy | lished transactions bear evidence of this. They 
MINUTES OF THE MEDICAL SOCIE PY OF | show that your labors, whether directed to the 
THE STATE OF PENN’A. | scientific or humanitarian aspects of medicine, have 
-Pamapenenra, Suse 8 xe70.|* Progesive chaser. Bat they ale show tha 
The Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania | found speculation in science with true advancement 
assembled at 11 o’clock, at the College of Physi- | in knowledge, nor to mistake mere social agitation 
cians, Thirteenth and Locust streets. The follow- | for ey wr progress. ‘ You ge always distin- 
ing ofticers of the society were present : | = K sage ie ee “in te 
President.— William M. Wallace. | course, and the noisy waves which, flung upon its 
Vice Presidenis.—W. R. Findley, W. H. Pan- | banks in consequence of some obstruction in its 
coast and A. M. Pollock. channel, recede again and are lost in the main cur- 
Taseianiiion Gunttien Semmes Tested | rent when that obstruction is removed. 
ee how Y: enna didi ‘ | In consequence of this rapid advance in science, 
Permanent Secretary.—W illiam B. Atk inson. and the multiplication of scientific instruments, med- 
Recording Secretary.—aA. H, Fish: | icine is at present. undergoing a remarkable change, 
Treasurer.—William Mayburry. a > — are —— een | more _ — 
- “ a : . Ree exact, the theories or fundamental principles whic 
The es was opened w ith prayer oy Be vs Je L- | constitute its frame work, so to speak, are undergo- 
Witherow, after which Professor J. Aitken Meigs, | ing, like our social fabric, a complete revolution. 
of the Jefferson Medical College, read the following. | To the reflecting mind it is evident that medicine is 
ADDRESS OF WELCOME, * | now passing through a chaotic phase in its onward 
Mr. President and Gentlemen, Members of the Med- | ©"? The day of blind obedience to authority is 
° ge i egy atanend. No asserted fact, no theory, however plau- 
ical Bociety of the State of Pennsylvania : sible, finds its way to acceptance on account of the 
. ° : . ° ’ 
The members of the Philadelphia County Medi- great name attached to it, but, on the contrary, is 
cal Society, and the Physicians in general of Phila- | immediately tried in the crucibles of experiment, 
delphia, welcome you again to your labors, and observation, and induction by that earnest and en- 
penne —— am will once more offer you the hos- | thusiastic band of laborers who, whether in physics 
pitalities of their city. It is their earnest wish that | oy biology, are seeking with busy hands to recon- 
this, your twenty-first annual meeting, may prove | struct the philosophy of medicine, and place it upon 
alike pleasant and profitable in its results ; very | g sure scientific basis. 
pleasant > yourselves through the harmony of That for nearly a quarter of a century you have 
= mee ings oe the —— amr 9 —~ 0g industriously labored for the furtherance cf this ob- 
aa ere pe tae cde | ec amply aisted Uy the aentc pap andre 
t ight, very p i ae ormmunity | ports contained in your printed transactions. In 
through your ro abors. b ae these labors the physicians of Philadelphia deeply 
With commendable zeal, and at the sacrifice of sympathize, and again most cordially weleome you 
time and money, you have gathered together, this day | to their renewal as brothers and co-workers in a 
from all parts of the Commonwealth. From the | creat cause. 
populous and busy cities, from the thriving villages, | © é : i 
from the sequestered and thinly settled tracts of the | The Committee of Arrangements, through their 
Keystone State, you have assembled for the noble | Chairman, Dr. Gross, then announced the pro- 
purpose of endeavoring to ameliorate the condition | gramme of exercises during the session of the soci- 
of the sick and suffering man by promo‘%ing, through | 44. 
your individual and combined researches, our | “" 
knowledge of the essential nature of disease andthe | _ It was announced by the secretary that one hun- 
best methods for its relief. dred and four delegates had registered their names, 
You convene under remarkable circumstances, | hut that the registration was not yet completed. 
and in the presence of extraordinary issues. These On motion of Dr. Nebinger the reading of the 
issues have not sprung up in the bosom of the pro- 1 ean aie ‘ On ae 
fession, but are steadily pressing wpon it from with- | TO! Was ispensed with for the purpose Of listening 
out as problems demanding solution. Whether it | to the President’s address. 
be wiser to discuss these problems now, or leave The President then read the address. 
them to be solved by time, that great rectifier of all . 
difficulties, is for you to determine. In arriving at | 0 motion of Dr. Stetler, the thanks of the body 
your conclusion you will not forget, however, that | were extended to Dr. Wallace for the able address 
medicine is duplex in its relations; that it is inti- | just delivered, and a copy of the same requested for 
mately connected with science on the one hand, and | publication in the transactions of the society. 
with the endless cares, the wants and sufferings of | 
humanity on the other. Its fibres of connectionand | The roll of the delegates was then read by the 
dependence run out freely into all the ramifications permanent secretary. 
of science. In turn, its ranks are pressed upon by | . ; , _ 
all, and penetrated by many of the social moye-| ©” motion, the reading of the minutes wae 
ments of the day. The medicine of any particular | pensed with, and a committee of three appointed to 
peed ae ae bn yo wer — =n examine the same, and to consider all unfinished 
y ) le « g > r es ) Ss ? 1€ sg | j a j > i at 
fore, be constantly varying, continually suffering in- | business which may ome up under it, to tt : 
novations from the progress of science and the fluc- | #8 early a day as possible, Committee, Drs. Stet- 
tuations of humanity. | ler, Curwen and Pollock. 
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An invitation was received from Mayor Fox to be 
present at the review of the police force in the af- 
ternoon at Logan Square, at 4 o’clock, and accepted 
with thanks. 

The report of the treasurer, William Mayburry, 
was then read and accepted and referred to an Au- 
diting Committee of Drs. Commiskey, Irwin and 
Horton. 

A charge was preferred by Dr. Bland, of Schuyl- 
kill county, against Dr. George W. Brown, for vio- 
lation of section third of the constitution, thereby 
forfeiting his right to a seat in the body; inasmuch 
as @ protest offered to the Committee on Creden- 
tials asking his non-admission had been rejected. 

Dr. Bland moved to refer it to a special commit- 
tee. 

Dr. DeWitt moved to amend by referring the en- 
tire matter back to the county society in which it 
originated. The amendment was adopted, and the 
resolution as amended was adopted. 


Dr. Heysham, of Delaware county, offered a reso_ 
lution that members of the Philadelphia Society be 
invited to a seat in the body. The resolution was 
finally modified to include medical officers of the 
army and navy, and then unanimously adopted. 

The Auditing Committee reported that the trea- 
surer’s account had been examined and found cor- 
rect. 

Dr. Stetler moved that the thanks of the body be 
returned to Dr, Mayburry, the treasurer, for his 
efficient services. Adopted. 

The report of the Committee on the Charter was 
presented by Dr. Mayburry. 

Dr. W. L. Atlee, in view of the unfavorable char- 
acter of the report just read, moved that the soci- 
ety transact business during its present session un- 
der the old constitution, as amended at Erie. 

The resolution was discussed at some length, and 
it was moved that the report be received and the re- 
solutions be reconsidered seriatim. 

Pending this action the society adjourned to meet 
at 4 o’clock, 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

At four o’clock the Society again met, and was 
called to order by the President. 

An invitation was received and accepted for the 
visit of the society to the Pennsylvania Hospital on 
Friday (to-morrow), between the hours of nine and 
ten o’clock, A. M. 

The corresponding secretary read the report of 
the censors on the case of Dr. W. R. Findley. 

The secretary read a resolution to pay the expen- 
ses of the Committee on Charter. Carried. 

He then offered a resolution to discharge the com- 
mittee and appoint another of seven members to ap- 
ply to the Legislature for a charter for the society. 

A motion to refer the who'e matter back to the 
same committee was lost. 
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That portion of the resolution discharging the 
committee was then carried. 

That portion appointing a new committee was 
lost. 

This vote, in the light of the debate which prece- 
ded it, disclosed the fact that a majority of the mem- 
bers were opposed to any further effort in the way 
of obtaining a charter. 

On motion of Dr. J. L. Atlee, the constitution re- 
ported by the Committee on Charter was adopted 
in place of the constitution of 1868, save that where 
the word “charter” occurs “ constitution’? was sub- 
stituted, and “society” fur “ incorporation.” 

Dr. Corson moved that the rules be suspended, 
for the purpose of bringing up the matter of the sus- 
pension of Dr. Halberstadt by the Schuylkill Coun- 
ty Medical Society in the year 1868. Carried: 

The censors in the case, through Dr. Turnbull, 
presented a report declaring the action of the coun- 
ty society in question irregular, and reinstating Dr. 
Halberstadt to membership. 

Dr. Brown presented a protest of the Schuylkill 
County Medical Society against the report of the 
censors. 

Dr. Bland presented a counter-protest to the one 
presented by Dr. Brown, signed by five members 
of the county society. 

A debate then ensued upon the subject, when the 
previous question was called and sustained. 

A vote was taken upon a motion of Dr. Ne binger 
to lay the matter on the table. Lost. 

Upon motion the report of the censors was sus- 
tained. On motion of Dr. DeWitt the delegates 
were instructed to select their members of the Com- 
mittee on nominations, and report them to the 
morning session. 

On motion of Dr. Brown his protest was ordered 
to be entered on the minutes. 

On motion, the counter protest was ordered to 
be entered on the minutes. 

EXHIBITION AND RECEPTION. 


In the evening, at Jefferson Medical College, an 
exhibition was given of the powers of the gas mi- 
croscope for the entertainment of the delegates. A 
large number of them were present, accompanied 
by their ladies. 

The introductory and explanatory remarks were 
made by Prof. J. Aitken Meigs, the exhibition be- 
ing under the management of Drs. J. Gibbons 
Hunt and W. W. Keen. 

The specimens exhibited by projection on a 

reen, consisted@of animal and vegetable tissues— 
more especially those of a cellular character, inclu- 
ding photographs largely magnified of the entire 
nervous system of man, spiders, mosquitoés, beetles, 
and animalcul were exhibited in rapid succession, 
to the intense delight of those who witnessed them. 

At the conclusion of the experiments with the 
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gas microscope, a very remarkable exhibition was 
given by Professor B. H. Rand of the effect of polar- 
ized or reflected light. Experiments were made 
with feldspar, Iceland spar, uric acid, and tartaric 
acid, showing the beautiful colors obtainable by the 
polarized light when thrown in certain positions on 
the object, 

This portion of the exercises concluded the enter- 
tainment and called forth loud encomiums from all 
present. It was interesting, not only as a sight, but 
as an insight into a scientific subject of rather difti- 
cult treatment. The apparatus used was fur- 
nished through the kindness of Professor Morton of 
the Franklin Institute. 

At the conclusion of the exhibition the delegates 
repaired to the residence of Dr. Ellerslie Wallace, 
No. 1130 Spruce street, where they were entertained 
with that hospitality for which the Doctor is so 
justly celebrated. They departed to their several 


lodgings ata late hour, well pleased with the exerci- 


ses of the evening. 
SECOND DAY. 


The society re-assembled at 10 o’clock, on Thurs- | 


day, June 9. President in the chair. 
The Permanent Secretary announced the com- 
mittee on nominations, as follows. 


Allegheny, J. Semple; Beaver, D. W. Lanefitt ; | 


Berks, W. M. Weidman; Blair, C. Irwin; Bradford, 
G. F. Horton; Bucks, R. C. Foulke; Cambria, 
J. Lowman; Chester, I. Price; Crawford, W. 
Vanan; Columbia and Montour, W. H. Bradley; 
Cumberland, R, L. Sibbett; Clarion, J. F. Ross: 
Dauphin, H. B. Buehler; Delaware, J. M. Ailen; 
Erie, W. M. Wallace; Fayette, S. B. P. Knox; 
Franklin, S. Lane; Greene, L. H. Laidley; Inuai- 


ana, W. Jack; Lancaster, J. L. Ziegler; Lehigh, | 


W. B. Erdman; Luzerne, G. Underwood; Lycom- 


ing, J. S. Crawford; Mercer, J. P. Hosack; Mont- | 


gomery, Wm. Corson; Northampton, P. B. Breiuig ; 
Perry, J. E. Singer; Philadelphia, H. St. C. Ash; 
SchuyJkill, G. B. H. Swayze ; Susquehanna, C. H. 


Bigelow ; Venango, F. F. Davis; Washington, J. | 


R. Wilson. ’ 

On motion of Dr. Mayburry, Dr. Thomas A. El- 
der, of Mifflintown, was admitted as-a member by 
invitation. 

A motion of Dr. Stetler, that article xi. of the old 
constitution be added to the new, was agreed to. 

Dr. DeWitt presented a letter from Dr. W. H. 


Eagle, of Dauphin county, which was referred to the | 


censors of his district. 
A lecture having been offered by Dr. B. Lee, on 
motion, it was made the special order for 12 M. 


The following amendments to the constitution | | 


were offered and laid over: 
By Dr. Gross: 
Art. ILL., Sec. 2, add, That the College of Physi- 
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Lo ferson belonging to both bodies shall be counted 
more than once, and each member shall elect n 
which he desires to be represented. 

By Dr. GALLAHER: 

Every proposal for altering or amending this con- 
stitution shal! be made in writing; and if such alter- 
ation or ameudment receive the unanimous vote of 
the members present, it shall be adopted ; but if ob- 
jections be made, the alteration or amendment shall 
lie over until the next annual meeting, when it may 
be adopted by a majority of two-thirds of the votes 
present. 

On motion of Dr. Gross, the following preamble 
and resolutions were adopted : 


Whereas, The meetings of this society are a 
cause of great trouble to the physicians of the place 
where they are held; therefore, 

Resolved, That hereafter all public entertain- 
ments on their part shall be dispensed with, and in 
place thereof an annual dinner shall be given, to 
the expense of which each member shall contribute. 

Resolved, That this provision is not designed to 
conflict in any manner with the acceptance on the 
| part of the Society of private entertainments by 
| physicians and citizens of the place of meeting. 


Invitations were received from the Pennsylvania 
| Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the House 
| of Refuge for the members of the Society to visit 
| those institutions. Accepted, with thanks. 

On motion, the delegates from other bodies were 
then received, Dr. Murdoch, of the New York State 
Medical Society, being the first introduced. He ad- 
| dressed the Society, returning his thanks for the 
| honor of his cordial reception. 

Dr. Stiles, of the New York State Society, was 
then introduced, and made a short address. 

Dr. Samuel Lilly, of New Jersey, was next in- 
| troduced, and addressed the Society. 

The President, Dr. Wallace, made a few re- 





| 
| marks in reply to the. addresses of the foreign dele- 
| gates. 


Dr. Washington L. Atlee, of Philadelphia, pre- 
| sented an appeal to the convention in behalf of 
| women physicians and women colleges, asking from 
them recognition, and the abolition of the rules by 
| which the Society refused to give these women and 
their institutions their rights. 

The following contains the more essential por- 
tious of the same : 


DR. ATLEE’S APPEAL, 

To the Medical Society of the State of Pennsyl- 

cunid, in session at Philadelphia, June, 1870: 
The undersigned feeling a deep interest in the ob- 
2 atid chia ste fe) ciety of the 
IS) "Vee, *eSpectfi.!!y appeals to it on 
at previous sessions, viz: 
It is now a set- 





ef ene te 
| Db 


a subjece ofter: disem: co! 


sicians of Philadelphia shall be entitled to represen- | ued and established fact that women, as physicians, 


tation in this society, on the same footing as the 


that in apportioning their delegates to this society, 


; and women’s medical colleges exist among us by 
Philadelpbia County Medical Society: Provided, | 


right of law. Itis useless, therefore, to open the 
question tuargument. The mere statement of facts, 
from which correct inferences may be drawn, will 
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enable this society, in view of its own constitu- 
tion and code of ethics, to decide whether, at this 
moment, it occupies a proper and true position in 
opposing homogeneous and co-adjutant institutions. 

1. Several years the Philadelphia County 
Medical Society passed a resolution forbidding con- 
sultations with the professors and graduates of the 
Female Medical College of Pennsylvania. The 
Board of Censors of the County Society approved 
its action, and its chairman carried the resolution to 
the State Society, at its eleventh annual session, 
where he again acted as chairman of a committee 
of five, who, reporting favorably upon the resolution, 
it was adopted by the State Society, with the addi- 
tional condemnation of “ female practitioners gener - 
ally.” At that time, so far as the “Female Medi- 
cal College of Pennsylvania” was concerned, there 
were grounds on which such a resolution was urged 
which now no longer exist. The Female Medical 
College now stands, as it has for several years, be- 
fore the medical world, both in its corps of teachers 
and its curriculum of studies, wholly free from ob- 
jections which were once adduced in support of the 
action of the County and State Societies. 

2. This college, therefore, being organized on the 
same foundation as the best institutions in our coun- 
try, its hospital arrangements being superiorto most 
of our medical schools, and possessing a distin- 
guished medical and surgical corps, let us now see 
the attitude of the State Society still maintained 
toward the Women’s Medical College, in view of its 
own constitution and code of ethics. 

Article 2 of our constitution, says: ‘“ The objects 
of this society shall be the advance of medical 
knowledge, the elevation of professional character, 
the protection of the interests of its members, the 
extension of the bounds of medical science, and the 
promotion of all measures adapted to the relief of 

' suffering, and to improve the health and protect the 
lives of our community.” 


Query.—Do not the State Society and the Phila- 
delphia County Medical Society annul these high 
objects, and violate the letter and spirit of their 
constitutions by opposing the Woman’s Medical 
College, as at present constituted ? Is the great ob- 
ject of the extension of the bounds of medical sci- 
ence advanced by the narrow policy of repudiating, 
not only its worthy graduates, but all regularly ed- 
ucated medical women, as well as certain eminent 
medical gentlemen, who are equally as honest, and 
equally as competent as ourselves in promoting the 
noble objects of our profession ? 

In regard to the qualifications of those admitted 
to the medical profession, our constitution, article 
4, section 2, says: ‘“* No one shall be admitted as a 
member of a county society unless he is either a 
graduate in medicine of some respectable medical 
school, or has a license to practice from some board 
recognized by the State Socie#y, or has been a prac- 
titioner for at least fifteen years; and who, more- 
over, is in good moral and professional standing in 
the place where he resides and is a regular practi- 
tioner.”” 

Query.—What is meant by a “ regular practition- 
er?” Article 4, section 1, of our code of ethics 
answers: ‘No one can be considered a regular 
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practitioner or a fit associate in consultation whose 
practice is based on an exclusive dogma, to the re- 
jection of the accumulate experience of the pro- 
fession, and of the aid actually furnished by anato- 
my, physiology, and organic chemistry.” 

Again, the same section of the code of ethics 
says: “A regular medical education furnishes the 
only presumptive evidence of professional abilities 
and requirements, and ought to be the only ac- 
knowledged right of an individual to the exercise 
and honors of the profession.” ‘The above extracts 
clearly define the qualification which admits to 
membershfp in the profession, as well as the status 
entitling an individual to consultation. A non- 
graduate even is eligible! A physician, educated at 
an irregular institution, and whose practice, for 
fifteen consecutive years, is not based on an exclu- 
sive dogma, is eligible! We affiliate with such at 
this very moment; and yet the State Society and 
Philadelphia County Society exclude from counte- 
nance and consultation regular medical graduates 
of the highest culture, not only because they are 
women, but also gentlemen of an exalted moral 
character, of acknowledged professional worth and 
skill, and alumni of the same Alma Mater with 
ourselves, for the sole reason that they teach in a 
regular women’s hospital! This is their only guilt! 
The unpardonable professional sin! And although 
they are carrying out the very letter of our consti- 
tution in advancing medical knowledge, in eleva- 
ting professional character, in extending the bounds 
of medical science, and in promoting all measures 
adapted to the relief of suffering, yet they stand 
accursed by the professional anathema of a resolu- 
tion, which, however applicable when originally 
passed, has been perpetuated in the face of light and 
truth by a spirit that should not’ exist in a liberal, 
humane, and scientific body like the State Society. 

In pursuance of the above, Dr. Atlee offered the 
following preamble and resolutions : 

WHEREAS, The past action of the Medical So- 
ciety of the State of Pennsylvania towards the 
Women’s Medical College of Pennsylvania origi- 
nated in consequence of its irregular organization ; 
and whereas, the Women’s Medical College is now 
organized upon the same basis as other colleges re- 
cognized by this Society ; therefore,’ 

Resolved, That the State Society hereby with- 
draws its objections to the Women’s Medical Col- 
lege as at present constituted, and rescinds all reso- 
lutions affecting that institution, and the status of 
female practitioners of good moral and professional 
standing, who observe the code of ethics of the 
National Medical Association. 

Action on Dr. Atlee’s resolution was postponed 
for the present, while the Nominating Committee 
retired to prepare nominations for officers of the 
Society. 

On motion of Dr. Price, it was resolved that the 
delegates from other State Medical Societies visiting 
this Society, be invited to participate in the discus- 
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sion of the various subjects that may come before 
it. 

The report of the Committee on Inspection of 
Drugs was then read by Dr. Cummiskey, of Phila- 
delphia. 

On motion, it was received, and the committee 
discharged. 

Dr. McCann, of Washington county, presented 
the report of the Committee on Vaccination, ap- 
pointed last year in Erie. 

On motion, it was received, and the committee 
discharged. 

Prof. Gross presented a resolution, stating that 
the Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania 
has unshaken confidence in the prophylactic pow- 
ets of vaccination, and warmly recommend it to all 
members of the profession as 2 safeguard against 
small-pox. Carried. 

Dr. DeWitt, of Pittsburg, offered the following : 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be ap- 
pointed to endeavor to procure the passage of a law 
by the General Assembly of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania requiring all makers or venders of patent 
medicines to print in English and place upon each 
and every bottle or package of said medicines the 
constituents and proportions of said bottle or pack- 


age. 

Dr. Nebinger opposed the passage of the resolu- 
tion, because he believed that the passage of such a 
law would popularize patent medicines and defeat 
the object of its passage. 

Dr. DeWitt spoke in support of the passage of his 
resolution. 

Ur. Nebinger claimed that the makers of patent 
medicines and nostrums would not truthfully give 
the formulas of their medicines, and thus evade the 
law. ; 

On motion of Dr. Gallaher, it was postponed for 
the present, as the hour fixed for the paper of Dr. 
Lee had arrived. 

On motion of Dr. Atkinson, it was agreed that 
immediately after Dr. Lee, Prof. Gobrecht should 
relate a case. 

he order of the day was then taken up, being the 
reading of a paper by Dr. Benjamin Lee, of Phila- 
delphia, on the effect of suspension in cases of spinal 
curvature. The application of the apparatus was 
then exhibited by Dr. Lee, who had three patients 
present, on whom he illustrated the method of treat- 
ment. 

Professor Gobrecht, of Cincinnati, then read a 
paper on the antidotal effects of chloroform on 
strychnine. 

Dr. John Atlee, of Lancaster, also related ey peri- 
ences of his ewn on the same subject. 

On motion, the thanks of the society were re- 
turned to Drs. Lee, Gobrecht, and Atlee for their in- 
teresting and instructive lectures. 

On motion of Dr. Nebinger, Drs. Gobrecht and 
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Atlee were requested to write out statements of the 
cases related, for publication in the minutes of the 
society. 

Dr. Joseph Parrish, of the Pennsylvania sanitari- 
um, offered the following preamble and resolution, 
which were adopted. 


Whereas, the use of opium and its preparations, 
as intoxicants, is increasing to an extent which calls 
wd investigation by the medical profession ; there. 
ore 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to re- 
port next year on the opium habit, its causes, symp- 
toms and treatment, and upon the indiscriminate 
sale of opium by druggists, with suggestions as to 
the prevention of this evil. 


The following are the names of the committee: 
Joseph Parrish, Orrin Cooley, Edward Wallace, Jas 
King, Jacob Price. 

The discussion of the resolution offered by Dr. 
W.L. Atlee, in regard to the Woman’s Medical 
College, was made the order of the day for four 
o’clock. 

The Committee of Publication reported through 
their chairman, Dr. Mayburry, the following reso- 
lutions : 


1. Resolved, That the committee be instructed to 
omit from the roll of permanent members, accord- 
ing to the constitution, all names in regard to which 
they have satisfactory evidence that they are no 
longer retained on the roll of members of the county 
society, for which they were originally delegated, 
or through which they obtained their permanent 
membership in this society. 

2. Resolved, That the committee be also instructed 
to print hereafter for convenient reference, the 
names of the officers and members of all the county 
societies, together at the end of each number of the 
Transactions, in alphabetical order, the officers of 
said societies to be designated by the appropriate 
interests. 

3. Resolved, That in order that the transactions 
may serve more fully as a directory for learning the 
names and residences of the respectable practition- 
ers in the counties in which county organizations 
exist, the societies be again urged to carry out more 
faithfully the law of this society, requiring each 
county society to furnish annually for publication a 
correct list of its ofticers and members. 

4. Resolved, That since many numbers of the 
transactions are entirely out of print, the Perma- 
nent Secretary and Treasurer be authorized to ex- 
change any number of the transactions of which 
there are on hand more than five copies for any 
number of which the society has none. 

5. Resolved, That the permanent Secretary and 


| Treasurer be also instructed to procure, as opportu- 


nity may occur, two full sets of the -transactious, 
each set to be uniformly bound, and one of them to be 
kept for the society in the possession of each of 
these officers. 

On motion of Dr. Stetler, the report was accepted 
and the resolutions considered seriatim. 

The first resolution was adopted. 

A motion of Dr.Dewitt, to amend the second was 
lost, and the resolution was adopted as read. 









oo 
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The third, fourth, aud fifth were then severally 
adopted. 

Dr. Sargent presented a preamble and the fol- 
lowing resolution. 

Resolved, That those clauses of section 3, article 
V. of the constitution, and of section 4, article 1, of 
code of ethics, concerning duties of Physicians to 
each other, and to the profession at large, 
prohibiting the patenting of surgical instru- 
ments by members of this society, be annulled. This 
as an amendment was laid over for one year. ‘ 

A resolution offered by Dr. W. R. Findley, re- 
citing the action of the American Medical Associa- 
tion against contracts, and enjoining its observance 
by the members of county societies, was laid on the 
table. 

The meeting then adjourned until 4 P. M. 

ENTERTAINMENT. 


Immediately upon the adjournment the delegates 
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tleman with an exhibition of his ingenious and 
valuable apparatus for the treatment of spinal and 
other deformities. Patients were present, upon 
whom the merit and efficiency of the various ap- 
pliances were fully and satisfactorily tested. The 
greatest interest was manifested by the physicians 
who enjoyed the good fortune of witnessing the 
exhibition, and Dr. Lee was the recipient of the 
warmest congratulations in appreciation of his skill 
and assiduity in devising means for the treatment 
of diseases not long since deemed almost incurable. 
The host, not content with the intellectual feast 
which he had spread before his guests, then invited 
them to partake of the good things of life in the 
edible form. Full justice was done to its savory 
viands, and the delegates departed highly delighted 
at the hospitable entertainment which they had re- 





proceeded to the house of Dr. Benjamin Lee, 1503 | ceived at the hands of their iearned vut genial host 
| (Continued next week.) 


Spruce street, where they were favored by that gen- 
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PERISCOPE. | 
Electricity as a Therapeutic Agent. 

Dr. RussELL REYNOLDS sums up the “vital” 
effects of electricity as follows :—When the activity 
of a nerve is too great, as shown by tremor, pain, 
&c., we may relieve it by the continuous current. 
An interrupted current is best if we desire to put a 
muscle into action which is morbidly inactive ; 
when there is spasm, the continuous current is 
beneficial. The continuous current will warm a 
cold limb. In certain forms of palsy and wasting 
the nutrition of the muscles can be greatly improved 
by galvanisation and faradisation. Facial palsy, 
lead palsy, and essential paralysis are most speedily 
improved by the battery current, interrupted slowly. 
In wasting of muscles from long continued palsy 
from cerebral disease, faradisatiou, again, is more 
useful than galvanisation. 





Antidote to Carbolice Acid. 

Sweet oi] or castor oil swallowed in large quanti- 
ties is recommended as the most efficient antidote 
to carbolic acid, when it has been taken in poison- 
ous doses. 





A New Antiperiodic. 
Dr. LorrNnser, of Vienna, gives in the Wiener 


sults of a number of observations made regarding 
the effect of a new remedy for intermittent fever. 
The remedy is the tincture of the leaves of the 
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Eucalyptus globulus, a plant of the natural order 
Myrtacee. In 1869, Dr. Lorinser made some ex- 
periments, the results of which he published ; but he 
was brought to a standstill by the want of a supply 
of the medicine. The plant has since been culti- 
vated by Herr Lamatsch, an apothecary ; and a suffi- 
cient quantity of tincture has been made from the 
leaves to supply a number of medical men in the 
districts of the Theiss and Danube, and in the 
Banat. The records of fifty-three cases of intermit- 
tent fever in which the eucalyptus was administered 
have been communicated to Dr. Lorinser ; and he 
gives very brief outlines of each, with the following 
summary of the results obtained. Of the fifty-three 
patients, forty-three were completely cured ; in five, 
there was relapse in consequence of a failure of the 
supply of the tincture of eucalyptus, and quinine 
had to be employed ; two of the cases were not true 
ague; in one case, neither the eucalyptus nor 
quinine cured; in one, the medicine (as well as 
other remedies) was vomited; and in one the 
patient would not allow the treatment to be con- 
tinued. In eleven of the cases, quinine had been 
used without effect ; and nine of these were cured 
by the eucalyptus. There was return of the fever 
in ten cases, at intervals varying from one to four 
weexs; in five of these quinine had to be used in 
consequence of their being no tincture of eucalyptus, 
and in the other five the eucalyptus was success- 
fully employed. The tincture is said to be easily 
made, and to have a pleasant aromatic taste; it acts 
favorably on the digestive organs. Dr. Lorinser 








believes that in it we have a valuable remedy for 
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intermittent fever. It may be so; but, considering 
the comparative failure of the substances which 
have hitherto been recommended as substitutes for 
cinchona and quinine, still more extended and care- 
ful observation will be necessary before recognizing 
the claims of the eucalyptus globulus to rank as an 
antiperiodic on which dependence can be placed. 
The districts which Dr. Lorinser has chosen for 
testing the effect of the remedy are, we believe, 
well fitted for the purpose—-intermittent fever being 
very prevalent in them. 


Normal Position of the Uterus. 

The following remarks are the conclusion of an 
elaborate article in the last number of Archiv fiir 
Gynakologie, of Berlin, on the normal position of the 
uterus, by Carl Credé, of Leipzig. They are trans- 
lated in the Boston Med. and Surg. Journal. e 

1st. Ante-ilexion in a varying degree is the physio 
logical condition of the uterus in nearly half of all 
women. 

2d. The uterus has its correct physiological posi- 
tion, which is exactly perpendicular to the floor of 
the pelvis, only in a third of women. 

3d. Retro-displacements of the uterus, as retro- 
flexion and retro-version are the rarest forms of 
displacements, and therefore of the most pathologi- 
eal importance. 

4th. Versions and flexions of the uterus, which 
ean be called physiological in half the cases, are very 
slight. 

As we are convinced that ante-versions and flex- 
ions are normal positions of the uterus, that the pa- 
thological conditions accompanying these are essen- 
tial, and that these displacements are of no impor- 
tance, we hope that the at least superfluous, and in 
many cases dangerous, mechanical intra-uterine 
treatment with probes and pessaries will be in great 
part abandoned, and such a course will certainly 
benefit the women. 

Only where the ante-flexion is extreme, so that 
escape of fluids from the uterus is prevented, and 
we have symptoms (often due also to the narrowing 
of the cervical canal), of menstrual colic, retention 
of mucus and blood, sterility, &c., is there any indi- 
cation for the repeated reposition of the uterus, or 
an operation for enlarging the narrowed cervix, 
measures sometimes of the greatest benefit. 

But for ente-disp!scements, vaginal and intra- 
uleriue pussari¢s aie mustly quite supertiuous, 

On the contrary, in cases of retro-version, and es- 
pecially retro-flexion, there is full justification for 
mechanical treatment. 


y~ 


—It is stated that William M. Evarts has been 
paid by the Government $57,545 lawyer’s fees during 
the past six years. How this contrasts with the re- 
muneration received by the medical profession! 
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Reviews and Book Notices. 


NOTES ON BOOKS. 


“ Archives of Science and Transactions of the Or- 
leans County Society of Natural Sciences.” A quar- 
terly journal of science with this title will be com- 
menced in July, 1870. Each number will contain 
sixty-four octavo pages, and will be illustrated with 
plates whenever required. It will be under the 
editorial charge of J. M. Currier, M. D., Newport, 
Vt., and George A. Hinman, M. D., West Charles- 
ton, Vt. Some of the ablest scientific men in Ver- 
mont have promised to contribute to its pages, and 
every effort will be made to make it a first class 
scientific publication. Price, $2,50 per year. 


The Annual Report for 1869, of Mr. N. A. Apol- 
lonio, City Registrar of Boston, comes to us drawn 
up with the customary care of that efficient officer. 
He concludes that an examination of the tables it 
contains will show very clearly that the sanitary 
condjtion of Boston, if not all that is desirable, or 
even possible, compares favorably with that of other 
localities far better situated in regard to climate. 
The death-rate is given at twenty-three deaths to 
one thousand persons living. This has been the 
rate for the last twenty years, and it is by no means 
certain that it can be justly regarded as an excessive 
one. It is questionable whether it will be, save in 
exceptional cases, reduced below twenty-two in a 
thousand. 


Chancellor Lindsley has prepared a report in ref- 
erence to the questions about extending the Uni- 
versity of Nashville. It has a local interest. 


Baron Larrey, on the 29th March, 1870, presented 
to the Imperial Academy of Medicine, of Paris, four 
large volumes of photographs of specimens in the 
United States Army Medical Museum. He ex- 
pressed himself on this occasion in the highest terms 
respecting the merits and value of the collection. 

A very thorough article over fifty pages in length 
on sclerosis of the brain and spinal chord, both dis- 
seminated and anular, by Dr. Meredith Clymer, has 
been reprinted by the Appletons from the N. Y. 
Medical Journal. 


“ The Remedies we Use. An impartial view of 
the present state of the Materia Medica, with sugges- 
tions for its improvement,” is the title of an anony- 
mous pamphlet published in Nashville. The author 
is imbued with the nihilism of the day, the natural 
outcrop of our methods of education, and proposes 
tostart Materia Medica de novo. We shall be glad 
to see him begin. He says the work cannot be 
done by one or two, and proposes governmental aid, 
etc. We remind him of the Horatian maxim: 
trahit quodcunque potest additque acervo. 
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MEDICAL ATTENDANCE ON THE POOR 
Experience is constantly proving that chari- 
PHILADELPHIA, JUNE 18, 1870. ty, as a rule, however much it blesses him 
an GUNA On Oe een oo. Onn who gives, does not bless those who receive. 
~-U. - &. - Uv. t) e 
8. W. “ 4 “ Beggars and vagabondage most abound not 
7 Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and where the wealthy are most parsimonious, and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence, | the struggle with nature most severe, but pre- 
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect- cisely where an easy liberality and a facile 
1 fully solicited. ° ‘ . P 
subsistence put a premium, as it were, on shift- 
iY Articles of special importance, such especially as re- lessness 
2 quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- ert 5 , . 
, vation, will be liberally paid for. This is as conspicuous in medical charity as 
\- #7 To insure publication, articles must be practical, | AUYWhere else. Free attendance, gratuitous 
fo brief as possible to do —— > — _— and carefully | hospital accommodations, drugs for nothing, 
d satin bilan saatatasaaniataaaaaaa are quite sure to induce the laborer to care 
We particularly value the practical experience of coun- less for the future, and to be more indifferent 
= try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- ts tend hie ‘ 
mation that rightfully belongs to the profession. 0 lay mg Up for a rainy day. 
yl- The Proprietor and Editors disclaim all responsibility Seeing this, the English have attempted to 
m for statements made over the names of correspondents. | devise some plan which will do the good and 
om avoid the evil of indiscriminate charities, and 
: also repay somewhat the hard-working medical 
9 popuLAR WORKS THAT EVERY gia gp ge ip gga 
ry PHYSICIAN NEEDS!! men who generally sacrifice the most while 
or y they are able to afford it the least. The best 
! tantly in- A 
her SONS ES RNS SH, HS GH SEEEY OF | peeeeation yet is that of the Provident Dis- 
creasing in popularity and circulation: z Their syst be brief a 
ate. rrr anxum. | Pensaries. 1eir system may be briefly state 
1% 1. MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER as follows: 
the (Weekly).......... pcndiabiantbheenaenont $500/ The funds are provided by “ honorary sub 
ans 2, HALF-YEARLY COMPENDIUM OF scribers,” charitable persons who pay one or 
sive MEDICAL SCIENCE...........-+.00000++ 3 00 aii “em : .. 
3. PHYSICIAN’S DAILY POCKET RE- two guineas a year, and “free members, 
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«7 THE TIME TO SUBSCRIBE!! “Wa ted on the lists when already sick. The hono- 
ref VoumE 23d of the MEDICAL AND SURGICAL | rary fund usually pays the working expenses, 
Uni- REPORTER begins with the first issue of July 1870. and the free members fund the drug bill, and 
Those designing to subscribe trom that date should send | whatever portion of it is over is divided 
snted in their names immediately as a guide to the size of the edi- | 4 mong the medical officers. These are three 
ef in number usually, and the members have the 
a Although ade a liberal allowance for new y» 
oy Although wo mace 0 Mem & right of choosing which one of them he pre- 
apis Subseribers from the ist of January last, our stock of f 5 g Pp 
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terms were unable to obtain complete files from the commence- The fees to the medical officers under this 
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‘h dis- nly a few complete sets can — i. ‘fe 
dl Vols. 1 to 22, inclusive. ly better than nothing at all, which would be 
ms Y NEW ANNUAL OR SEMI-ANNUAL SUBSCRIP- | all that they could get from the same class of 
“* "" i TIONS will date from July ist, but until that time the | patients under ordinary circumstances. Be- 
REPORTER willbe sent from date of reception of subscrip- | sides this fee for visits, a special fee is charg- 
ew of ton. ed in midwifery cases, usually about eight 
ugges- COMMUTATIONS. dollars. Each physician must agree to spend 
anony- eed terms panty 4 offered — = an hour or two at the dispensary, see‘rz out- 
author made directly to us, and for a year, strictly in adv . . oy ae an ‘ 
atural fg ‘¢ cannot furnish subscribers at these low rates through | patients, when it becvines his duty w do so 
a Agents or the Trade : It has been feared that the better class of 
nage REPORTER AND COMPENDIUM, 1 year...... $7 00 | patients might be tempted to take advantage 
= a AND POCKET RECORD,“ ...... 600 | of these institutions, but such has not proved 
we ee & POCKET go | t0 be the case. With proper management 
oe co inducements to those who interest | (HCY have instigated habits of thrift and fore- 
cem s 
ieeutees = suaaine sine iedaacibens, thought on the part of the poorer classes, and 
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also increased the general revenues of the | drate, so far, is so satisfactory that I give it the pre. 
medical men in the localities where they have | ference of all other medicines for all the diseases | 
been erected. In this country the fees could | have enumerated above. 
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readily be increased so that the medical atten- | 
dant could receive at least fifty cents. | 
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Notes and Comments. 


Honor to Whom Honor. | 
Our humorous friend, the editor of the New York | 
Medical Gazette, deals the editors of the Half | 
Yearly Compendium of Medical Science (quo- 
rum maga pars sumus) a blow under the fifth rib | 
for having borrowed the plates, and abbreviated the | 
text of Dr. Lewis’ article, on the pathology of | 
Bright’s disease, without giving due credit tu tie 
Medical Gazette. ‘fhe application for the cuts was 
made directly to Dr. Lewis, and we supposed we | 
owed them solely to him, and the abstract was made 
from his monograph separately published, and not 
from the Gazette. In such cases we are accustomed 
to refer to the monograph directly, and not to the 
journal in which it appeared. Hereafter, however, 
we shall scrupulously break this habit in favor of 
the Medical Gazette; and we can but close this ex- 
planation, which we would gladly have given in a 
less public manner, if it had been so asked, in the 
language of one of Poe’s heroes 


‘“‘ Peccavimus !, 
But rave not thus !” 





| 


























Very respectfully, 
M. G. H. NEwMman, M. D. 
Washington, D. C. 





N euraigia vs. Spasm of the Stomach. 
Eps. MED. AND SURG. REPORTER: 

In your issue of the 14th inst. the article on 
spasm of stomach, by Dr. Davis, of Indiana, I should 
call neuralgia of that organ. As he wishes clearer 
views of the case published, and its treatment, I 
contribute the following, in hope of answering this 
purpose, and for the benefit of others who may be 
thus perplexed. Shortly after I commenced the prac- 
tice of medicine in this city, I was requested to see a 
widow about fori; years of age, suffering from a 
like affection. At first she suffered only monthly, 


| with violent pain in the precordia, the attacks last- 


ing several hours. I failed to prevent their return, 
and was succeeded by a number of physicians, in- 
cluding Dr. Granger, the homceopath, the second or 
third practitioner of that sort in this city, who pre- 
scribed, as she said, a large tea cup full of boiling hot 
molasses upou the accession of the attack. Two 
years elapsed, and from none had she experienced 
any relief, when I was again summoned to her bed 
side, upon which she was sitting, and said that she 
was now obliged thus to sit, in the most intense ag- 
ony for six hours at a time, twice out of the twenty- 
four, every day, and wished me either to kill, or to 
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Hydrate of Chloral. 


Eps. Mep. & SurG. REPORTER 

I will give you my experience with hydrate of 
chloral: I have prescribed hydrate of chloral one 
hundred and thirty times since the middle of Janu- 
ary last. The first case was of delirium tremens. 
As it was a new remedy I was very cautious in its 
employment. I prescribed one drachm to a two- 
ounce mixture, and of this gave a teaspoonful every 
three hours. I gave five teaspoonfuls this way, and 
found it produced no effect, I then gave it every 
hour, and in four hours more the patient slept, and 
continued to sleep twelve hours. As the medicine 
had such a happy effect, I was induced to employ it 
further, and in all nervous cases, sleeplessness, neu- 
ralgia, lumbago, colic, dysmenorrhea, and threat- 
ened miscarriages. I have also used it to control 
the violent action of the heart in fevers with the 
most happy result. My experience with chloral hy- 

































cure her, as the attacks had gradually increased in 


| length, and frequency, from the time I last saw her; 
| without any respite. 


A recital of her suffering history, means used, etc, 
| together with my own examination, induced me t 
| diagnose the case as neuralgia. I then prescribed 
ten drop doses of Fowler’s Solution of Arsenic, three 
times a day, for three days at a venture. The disease 
was controlled, and the pains subdued immediately, 
so that on the fourth day I gave a Seidhtz powder 
to prevent cedema. She remained well for more 
than two weeks when the disease returned. She 
endured its painful exacerbations for three month 
rather than subject herself to the use of the poison 
again, having learned that it was the deadly arsenic. 
She was again as speedily relieved, and by the con- 
tinuance of the remedy, in five drop doses for three 
months, she was permanently cured. 

I have had a number of similar cases since, which 
I have cured in like mauner. One of which lam 
happy to say was that of the late eminently dis 
tinguished and lamented Dr. VALENTINE MOTT 
Some two years before his death, immediately after 
his arduous course of winter lectures, which had 
much debilitated him, I found him at the dinne 
table, of a Sunday afternoon, much exhausted, anf 
suffering from “ neuralgia or gout of the stomach” 
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June 18, 1870. ] 


as he said, unable to eat or take anything into his 
stomach, except fresh cream and a little claret, 
without the most intense agony. I infcrmed him 
that if his pain was from neuralgia, I could cure 
him; but if it was from gout, I had nothing to say. 
As he was dubious about its character, I did not 
prescribe for him, but called the next day but one, 
on Tuesday about 5 P. M., to see how he was. I 
found him lying on the sofa in his office, his head 
reposing on his good wife’s lap, suffering severely. 
In reply to the question about the nature of his 
complaint, I learned that he then thought it to be 
neuralgia; when I said, that although it might be 
considered presumptious, I had come up with the 
intention of curing him, such being the fact; but 
if it was of a gouty charaeter, I had nothing to say. 
He commenced with six or seven drop doses, as he 
could not bear more without nausea ; and continued 
it for about a week or ten days, convalescing all the 
while, when he became well. He thought the effect 
upon him most happy, and really wonderful. 
Epw. VANDERPOEL, M. D. 
New York, May 18, 1870. 


Dr. Spencer’s Experience with Chloral. 
Eps. MEp. & SuRG. REPORTER: 

When a remedy promises so much as chloral hy- 
drate, the medical profession have a lively interest 
in its good name. In the REPORTER of May 14th, 
Dr. H. A. Spencer gives his rather unsatisfactory 


experience with the drug, and calls for light from | 


“other medical men.” Try the remedy again Doc- 
tor, 
pure. To me the power of the drug is a never- 
failing source of wonder. But one has to get a lit- 


tle “way-wise” with every new therapeutic agent. 


Every powerful drug is altogether peculiar in its ac- | 


tion, in many respects, no matter how much it may 
resemble the action of other drugs in its general be- 
havior. 
notic. The sleep which it induces is so natural and 
pleasant that one of my patients, although acknowl- 
edging that she slept well after taking it, was quite 


inclined to look upon the sleep as a case of post hoc, | 


Her sleep “ was so natural 
Be- 


and not of propter hoc. 
and so different from the effect of morphine !” 


cause of idiosyncrasy, I find that the drug fails en- | 


tirely in some cases. But this has happened to me 
with chloral no oftener than with every other hyp- 
notic, 


Again the relation of chloral to opium is not alto- | 


gether one of replacement. I look upon this cir- 
cumstance as being so much the better. We have 
not got chloral instead of opium, but fortunately we 
have now got both opium and chloral. I never 
should have thought of using chioral in Dr. Spen- 
cer’s third case,—that is with my present experience 
in the use of the drug. I know of no drug that will 
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I cannot help suspecting your chloral was im- | 


I have found chloral a most excellent hyp- | 
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lay hold of the pain of “ severe colic,” or any other 
agonizing pain of spasmodic character, and annul 
the pain like opium. Perhaps, if I were to venture 
upon heroic doses.of chloral [ might think differ- 
ently. But I do find chloral an excellent “soothing 
syrup” for babies and young children,—a capital 
hypnotic in the nervous insomia of adults, and an 
excellent anodyne in cases where the pain is only 
moderately severe. There are, however, some neu- 
ralgic cases, where even if the pain is very severe, 
it will yield readily to chloral. At present I am 
| anxiously lookivg for a reduction in price and an 
increase it. the purity of chloral hydrate. It is sold 
' here now to patients for one cent per grain. 
| Henry M. Litry, M. D. 
| Fond du Lgc, Wis., May 19th, 1870. 
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Cod-Liver Cream. 

| A correspondent of the London Pharmaceutical 
| Journal gives the following directions for preparing 
| this new article: 

“ A quarter of an ounce of elect gum tragacanth, 
| steeped in sixteen ounces of cold water for twenty- 
| four hours—during which time it should be stirred 
occasionally—yields a fine, gelatinous mucilage, 
| which, when mixed in any proportion with cod- 
| liver oil and simply shaken with it, permanently 
diffuses the oil into particles, which in vain struggle 
for reunion. 

“Tt is usual to mix the mucilage and oil in equal 
parts, and it is further only required to sweeten and 
add, as a preservative and savorer, to each ounce of 
the mixture, one drachm of spirit of wine, to which 
has been added a drop of essence of lemon, the 
same quantity of essence of almonds, and a trifle 
of oil of cassia. 

“Thus is the mélange completed, and of so 
| agreeable a flavor is the result, that to most palates 
it would be found to acquit itself creditably in com- 

parison with an average custard. 


Deata of H. Gustav Magnus. 

Heinrich Gustay Magnus, Professor of Natura 
Philosophy and Technology at the Berlin Univer- 
sity, died on the 4th of April last. Magnus was 
| born May 2d, 1802, in Berlin. During his long and 
distinguished career he has been one of the most 
prominent among German naturalists. His mas- 
terly researches on the phenomena of capilarity, on 
the atsorbtion of gases by blood, on the motion of 
fluids, on the thermo-electric currents, on the de- 
composition by galvanic currents, are well’ known; 
among his discoveries are prominent those of ethionic, 
isethionic and periodic acids. 
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What Fruit-Syrups are Composed of. 

On examination of a number of fruit-syrups, a 
chemist in Brussels found them to be grape sugar 
syrups, colored with aniline colors and flavored 
with a few drops of the common fruit essences. 
200 grains of syrup were found to contain 0.05 
grains of fuchsine, which is not without danger, on 
account of the arsenious and arsenic acid frequently 
contained therein. 

Genuine fruit-syrups lose their color by chlorine ; 
those colored with aniline derivatives give at the 
same time a flocculent precipitate, similar to that 
produced by ammonia in solutions of sesquioxide 
of iron. 
both; sulphuric, hydro-chloric, and nitric acid ren- 
der the color of genuine syrups brighter$ and change 
the artificial ones into yellowish orange. Potassa de- 
colorizes fuchsine syrups, while red fruit-syrups ac- 
quire a dirty-greenish hue. Carbonate of potash does 
no change the color of artificial syrups, while the 
others are colored green. Basic acetate of lead 
gives with real fruit-syrups a greenish precipitate, 

. With fuchsine syrups a red one. 


—Lum Ling Wau, a native Chinese physician, 
proposes to settle in New York and enter upon the 
practice of his profession. He brings with him his 
wife, an interpreter, Lu Sing; two Chinese apothe- 
caries, Ah Mok and Ah Sam, and an endless assort- 
ment of drugs and medicines. 

Dr. J. S. Bigelow, of Boston, now eighty-four 
years of age, and George B. Emerson, of Boston, a 
well-known botanist, aged seventy-eight years, are 
now on a tour to the Pacific coast. 

—The invention of soda water is ascribed to Dr. 
Hawkins, of Philadelphia, a blind chemist, who in 
1812 made the first soda fountain in this country. 

——A homeepathic ward is to be opened in the 
general hospital at Pesth, in Hungary. . 

—tThe French are so far ahead of us in some re- 
spects that they have already commenced the teach- 
ing of hygiene in the primary schools at Montfort, 
L’Amaury. Dr. Descieux has introduced it with 
great success, says the Gazette des Hospitauz. 


Sulphurous acid destroys the color of 
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——The Hot Springs of Arkansas are claimed by | 


three different claimants. The property is estima- 


ted at about a million, and it is likely the lawyers | 


will be as much benefitted by the springs as patients. 


—In Vienna, last year, there were registered 
by the police 2,235 prostitutes. Their ages varied 


were not registered. 
syphilitic patients be admitted to all general hospi- 
tals, and under no circumstances refused, and dis- | 
ccuntenances the erection of special venereal | 
hospitals. 


The report recommends that | 


| 
| 
| 


A | Pa., and Curtis M. Price, M 
from 13 to 50 years. Of course ten times as many | 
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—Professor Lordat, who for nearly 60 years 
lectured on physiology in the medical school of 
Montpelier, France, died the 30th of April, at the 
great age of 98 years. He had written largely on 
his favorite branch, his last work, on the “ constitu- 
tion of man,” having been composed in his eighty- 
seventh year. 

——A French society of a hundred persons have 
each, by special agreement, bequeathed their bodies 
to the dissecting room to forward the progress of 
the science of anatomy. 

Professor Rudolph von Vivenot, one of the 
most promising physicians in Vienna, died very 
suddenly recently at the early age of 36. The 
most careful autopsy failed to reveal the cause of 
death. 





QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


Pain in the Finger. 
Messrs. Eertrors: Will you, or some of your readers, 


| advise me in this case. 


Mrs. G. aged 35 years, nervous temperament, been mar- 
| ried ten years, mother of four children, youngest six 
months old, began to complain three years ago of a pain 
on the ulna side of the ring finger, near the end. The 
painful spot is about the eighth of an inch in diameter. 
The pain has increased till at times it is intolerable. 

There is no sign on the finger, and pressure has no effect, 
unless that painful point istouched. Cold or warm water 
will produce the pain. Some days it is free from pain un- 
less something touches it. Then again it will be very se- 
vere all day. Active exercise will afford temporary relief, 
A blister between the shoulders afforded relif for ten days, 
but a reapplication had no effect. She was better during 
the latter part of last pregnancy. She has not menstru- 
ated since her first conception, but it does not affect her 
health, and suffers no inconvenience. I can find no local 
trouble to account for the pains. It never keeps her 
awake at night. J. I. Groover, M. D. 

Georgia, May 1870. 


Perforation of Bladder. 


Eps. REPORTER : I was called the other day, to makes 
post-mortem, of a man who died three days after sound- 
ing for a stone in the bladder by a homeopath. No stone 
was present, but the bladder was cowpletely perforated by 
the sound—the man dying of effusion of urine into the 
peritoneal cavity and peritonitis. Please tell me in your 
*« Queries and Replies,’ where I can find reported any 
parallel case. H. M. L. 

Wisconsin. 
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MARRIED. 


PricE—SHAW—On the 21st of May, 1870. at Natchez, 
Miss., at the residence of the og os Col. 
G. M. Love, U. S. Army, 1 the Rev. . Dana, D. D. 
Rector of Trinity Church, Miss F aeadid Ss. Shaw, of Erie, 
. D., U.S Army. 


StuDEVANT—McCourtTNEy—In St. Anthony’s Church, 
Davenport, Iowa, May 10th, ¥ Rev. M. Flavin, Mr. 
Harvey F. Studevant, and Miss Tillie McCortney, daugh- 
ter of Dr. Jas. McCortney, of Davenport. 


JONES—MILLER—May 12th in Washington. D. C., 
Ascension Church, by Kev. Wm. Pinckney, Edward Jot 
M. D., of Philadelphia, and Miss Maggie E. Miller, 
Washington. 
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